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How Do Political Theories Influence Political Practice

——An Analysis Focusing on James Madison’ s Political Theory

ZHANG Guo-dong
( Department of Politics and Administration Tianjin Normal University ~Tianjin 300387 China)

Abstract: James Madison’ s political theory has a complex influence on the political practice. An analy—
sis on this influence will reveal that the political practice will be influenced both by internal factors ( the desire
to pursue interests virtue and knowledge etc.) and external factors ( political institutions and socio — eco—
nomic background etc.) and political theory can effectively influence political practice through the political
institutions. After a long flourishing period contemporary political theory had found itself had a little influence
on contemporary political practice. In order to get rid of this predicament it has to abandon the static and ho-
listic view of society as well as the viewpoint that the inherent principle could solely determine the political in—
stitutions. At the same time it should pay attention to the dynamic political practice and regard the political
institutions as one of the various independent variables which have an impact on political practice.
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