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Leo Strauss’ Modernity Theory and the
Mission of the Straussian School

ZHANG Guo-dong
(School o f Politics and Administration, Tianjin Normal University , Tianjin 300387 ,China)

Abstract:L.eo Strauss’s metaphor of “three waves” in his modernity theory was borrowed from Plato’s

Republic. Plato had foreseen the contents and sequence of the three waves of modernity,corresponding

with his three views of justice. Plato had revealed the nature of political things. After seeing the nature

through Plato's analysis, Strauss started to consider how to improve the real political community. Con-

sequently,he wanted to establish a modern Aristotelian political science, which had been set as the

mission of the Straussian School. The Straussian School's efforts have achieved fruitful results,and met

the contemporary mainstream of political science. However, the Aristotelian political science has its

limitations;it has to be transformed into a new modern mathematical version.
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